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THYROID IMAGING
Recognizing abnormalities on a thyroid ultrasound
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Ultrasound can be helpful in determining the underlying cause of a patient’s thyroid dysfunction.

Hypothyroidism due to autoimmune thyroid disease 
will often show a diffusely enlarged, heterogeneous 
thyroid gland.

Thyroid nodules can also be seen on ultrasound, but ultrasound is not able to differentiate between the 
different causes of thyroid nodules.

Hyperthyroidism due to increased stimulation of 
the thyroid gland shows an enlarged, hypervascular 
gland.
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