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RENAL AND BLADDER 
Evaluating for hydronephrosis

Hydronephrosis is always seen in 
the renal pelvis first due to a back 
up from the ureter.

There are multiple grades of hydronephrosis: mild, moderate, and severe.

ModerateMild Severe

Renal pelvis

Ureter

Renal vein

Renal artery

Renal cortex

Renal pyramids



Become an expert by learning the most important clinical skills at www.medmastery.com.

Mild 

The dilation is contained to the renal pelvis only.

Moderate  

The dilation has spread from the renal pelvis into 
the calcyes. 

Severe  

The dilation has spread to the cortex, and you will 
often lose the shape of the kidney.


